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Government of India is responsible for the very expensive
frontier policy of Kashmir. But for this large sums of money
now spent on the army would be available for works of public
utility, such as roads, drainage and a pure water-supply, all
of which are now conspicuous by their absence. Surgeon-
Colonel Harvey has gone to Kashmir to investigate the
question of sanitary reform. It is to be hoped that the
Indian Government will see to the resolute carrying out of
his suggestions. 

-

BROMIDE OF ETHYL AS AN AN&AElig;STHETIC.

BROMIDE of ethyl has been somewhat extensively employed
in Vienna for anesthetic purposes. In Professor Billroth’s
clinic it was used 300 times without mishap. Death, how-
ever, subsequently occurred in the case of an out-patient who
was about to have a very large boil on the arm incised.
While anaesthesia was being induced in the usual way the
man suddenly became cyanotic and the respiration and car-
diac movements ceased. Artificial respiration was persevered
with for an hour and a half, but was of no avail. At the

post-mortem examination there were found adhesions in both
lungs ; the heart was fatty and easily torn. The microscope
showed that there was fatty and parenchymatous degenera-
tion of the liver and kidneys as well as of the heart. There

was no byperagmic condition of the brain as in death under
chloroform. It would seem, therefore, that whatever anses-
thetic had been employed the patient might have died; so

that no serious degree of blame can be attached to the

bromide of ethyl. 
-

MR. WATTS’ GIFT TO THE NATION.

MEMBERS of our profession will be interested in learning
that Mr. Watts, the eminent painter who intends to present to
the nation a collection of his works, is now engaged on the
picture which is to complete that collection. A short time ago
he required medical advice and a well-known consultant was
called to see him. The latter diagnosed his patient’s case,
prescribed for his relief and after some conversation was
about to leave the room. Mr. Watts leant forward in his
bed and said to the consultant, I I Stay a moment-I should
like a word with you. I have almost completed the collection
of pictures which, as you are aware, I am about to present to
the nation. There is but one picture wanting to complete the
collection. I have had that picture in my mind for a long
time, but I have not had the opportunity of seeing the

subject of it until to-day. I want to paint you and when I
have done so the collection for the nation will be complete. 

"

The gentleman addressed expressed his appreciation of the
honour and we have no doubt that the profession generally
will concur in this appreciation, seeing that the consultant in
question is so representative a member of the body medical
as the President of the Royal College of Physicians-Sir
Andrew Clark. 

___ 

,

THE WATER-SUPPLY OF CROMER.

THE Cromer Waterworks Company, in view of the grow-
ing popularity of the town, have been engaged during the
past two years in sinking a second well capable of giving a
supply considerably in excess of that hitherto available.
These wells are situated more than half a mile away from the
town. Owing to the sandy character of the upper strata
great difficulty was experienced in sinking the new well,
which varies from 8 ft. to 5 ft. in diameter, and has been
carried to a depth of 183 ft. from the surface. The chalk
was reached at a depth of 138 ft. below the surface, and, with
the object of ensuring the purity of the supply by excluding
all percolations from the strata above, the well has been
lined to a depth of 151 ft. with brickwork and iron cylinders.
The new borehole, which is 20 in. in diameter, extends from the
bottom of the well for a further depth of 40 ft. Two head-

ings, each 6 ft. by 4 ft., have been driven a distance of

100 ft., one serving as a connecting link between the new wel
and the old borehole by means of which the town has hitherto’
been supplied. The permanent water-level in the new welB
and the old borehole is 110 ft. from the surface and, as
already stated, all the water flows directly from the chalk. The
well, with the headings, possesses a storage capacity of about
25,000 gallons and the total yield when the works are in.
full operation will be at least 200,000 gallons a day, a supply-
that will suffice for the requirement of the town for many
years to come, even at the present rate of progress. A

new set of pumps and engine has been erected, which is.
designed to lift 12,000 gallons per hour, and the entire-

system is now in duplicate, so that in the event of a break-
down-an eventuality by no means likely to happen&mdash;Sf
failure in the supply will, practically speaking, be ani

absolute impossibility. The water has recently beelli
examined by Professor Frankland, F. R. S., and he reports on,
samples taken from each well as follows : "The two.

samples are of most excellent quality for dietetic purposes.
They are absolutely free from all evidence of previous sewage.’
or animal contamination, whilst for chalk water they are oS
very moderate hardness. Cromer may be congratulated om
being supplied with one of the best waters in Great Britain.
The works have been carried out under the direction oft

Mr. J. C. Melliss, M. Inst, C.E., of London, and by Messrs
Thomas Tilley and Sons of Walbrook, London. The pumps.
and machinery have been supplied by Messrs. Robert Warner-
and Sons of Walton-on-the-Naze, while the buildings at the’
surface have been erected by Mr. John Newman of Cromer.

FORCIBLE REMOVAL TO INFECTIOUS HOSPITALS.

THE case which recently occurred at Fulham and in which
a patient was ordered by the magistrate to be removed to the
fever hospital on the certificate of Mr. Cooney and against
the opinions of Dr. Cayley, Dr. Phillips and others, is,

likely ftolbe an important one in the history of sanitary
legislation. Lord Sandhurst speaks on this subject with.
much authority, being chairman of the Middlesex Hospital
and having been chairman of the Select Committee on Metro-
politan Hospitals. Lord Sandhurst has called attention tc<

the facts in the House of Lords, as reported at length iii
last week’s issue of THE LANCET, and in the course of
his remarks said that the board of the charity (the Middlesex
Hospital) had promptly taken the case into consideration!
and passed a vote of confidence in Dr. Cayley. His lordship
also quoted Sir Andrew Clark as to Dr. Cayley’s stand-

ing in the College of Physicians and his high authority
on such a question as the diagnosis of fevers. Lord de-

Ramsey, replying on behalf of the Government, said the-

case was one calling for the supreme control of the Home-
Office, by which it is understood an inquiry will be made-
into all the facts of the case. At Fulham a crowded public:
meeting has been held to express sympathy with the mother
of the patient. Resolutions were passed tendering thanks-
to Dr. Cayley and Dr. Phillips and requesting the Local
Government Board to cause a public inquiry to be made into.
the case, also asking whether the magistrate’s interpretation
of the Public Health Act does not place far too much power
in the hands of medical officers and medical men in general
and whether there is not urgent necessity for an amendment
of the law as regards the notification of infectious diseases.
The fine of 10 and costs was remitted by the Home Secre-.
tary after Lord Sandhurst had made him acquainted withu
the facts of the case. Though the facts of this case raise-

.questions rather as to the judgment with which the law has.
been administered than as to the law itself, yet it is well:

worthy of consideration whether some greater security for-
sound diagnosis in doubtful cases must not be provided thall,’
the certificate of any one practitioner would imply. Indi-


